News Release HakuhodoDY holdings

Hakuhodo DY Holdings begins collaboration with US

venture capital firm Alumni Ventures

Leveraging a US network to accelerate collaboration with, and innovation from,
leading-edge startups

Tokyo—July 9, 2026—Hakuhodo DY Holdings Inc. is pleased to announce that it will participate as
an investor in the Alumni Ventures Japan + US Bridge Fund, a fund being formed by US venture
capital firm Alumni Ventures, and will begin a collaboration with Alumni Ventures.

Background

Hakuhodo DY Holdings has positioned incubation business as one of the growth areas in its Medium-
Term Business Plan and, guided by its Sei-katsu-sha Centric Mindset (people-first mindset), has
been building a foundation for incubation and startup support in Japan. At the same time, sustained
pathways connecting Japanese companies and society with startup and investor networks in frontier
fields around the world are still not fully in place.

The United States plays a central role in the global startup and venture capital ecosystem, serving
as the frontline where trends and deal flow converge across frontier fields such as Al, deep tech,
space, health tech, and quantum computing. Hakuhodo DY Holdings has entered into this
collaboration with Alumni Ventures to serve as a hub connecting these overseas frontier networks
with Japanese companies and society.

About Alumni Ventures Japan + US Bridge Fund

The Alumni Ventures Japan + US Bridge Fund is designed to bridge the startup ecosystems of Japan
and the United States. By investing in startups in frontier fields, in both the United States and Japan,
the Fund is intended to create opportunities for Japanese companies and industry to meet and
connect with advanced technologies from around the world.

About the collaboration

Hakuhodo DY Holdings and Alumni Ventures will work together to create ongoing points of contact
between Japanese companies and advanced technologies and startups from around the world. By
combining the Hakuhodo DY Group’s implementation strengths in creative and marketing with
Alumni Ventures’ startup network, the two will jointly pursue new value creation and the creation of
new industries in the Japanese market.

Based on this collaboration, the companies plan to implement the following initiatives in phases.

¢ Planning and implementing joint seminars, events, and similar activities that connect Japanese
companies with overseas startups in frontier fields

e Supporting business matching between overseas startups and Japanese companies, and
exploring collaboration on bringing overseas startups into the Japanese market

e Sharing knowledge on venture investment and global networking, and supporting talent
exchange and development

e Conducting joint research and disseminating information on trends in overseas frontier
technologies and startups

¢ Related public relations activities, among other activities

Through these efforts, Hakuhodo DY Holdings will contribute to the creation of new industries as a

hub and co-creator connecting frontier technologies around the world with Japanese companies.



Looking ahead

As the first step under the collaboration, Ryan Nakata of Alumni Ventures Japan will speak at the 6th
Global Deep Tech VC Seminar, a seminar series co-hosted by Hakuhodo DY Holdings and
Corundum Systems Biology Inc. He will offer a broad overview of startup investment trends in frontier
fields, primarily in the US, the evolving global investment landscape, and how Japanese companies
can engage with them.

Corundum Systems Biology Inc. focusing on the forefront of global investment in frontier
technologies and invites leading international venture capital firms and experts to share insights on
how Japanese companies can engage with cutting-edge fields.

6th Global Deep Tech VC Seminar: Why a Top Tier US VC is Turning to Japan Now

— Alumni Ventures’ Representative Explains the Firm’s Unique Model, Powered by a Network

of Elite University Alumni, and its Aims

e Co-hosts: Hakuhodo DY Holdings Inc. and Corundum Systems Biology Inc.

o Featured speaker: Ryan Nakata, Representative Director, General Manager of Japan, Alumni

Ventures

Date and time: 8:00 to 9:30 am, Wednesday, July 29, 2026 (Japan Standard Time).

Format: Streamed live online (Zoom webinar)

Participation: Free (advance registration required)

Application deadline: 6:00 pm, Tuesday, July 28, 2026 (Japan Standard Time)

Where to sign up:

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WWN_gBOCtUimQX0OzUZDOYTFLLw

¢ Inquiries about the seminar:
Industrial Architecture Strategy Division, Hakuhodo DY Holdings Inc.
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdTZtoNUBXj|i78kD_-
9WZjHMc8Bi2B5sSA60NNrJzdWyDf4xA/viewform

About Hakuhodo DY Holdings

Hakuhodo DY Holdings Inc. was established in 2003 in Tokyo, Japan through the integration of
marketing communications companies Hakuhodo Inc., Daiko Advertising Inc. and YOMIKO
ADVERTISING INC.

The Hakuhodo DY Group offers a diverse range of functions and services that extend far beyond the
framework of a group of advertising companies. As a leading data-driven marketing company, we are
committed to developing solutions that utilize Al and other cutting-edge technologies. A value creation
partner dedicated to supporting our clients’ sustainable growth, our creativity is world-renowned.

To find out more, visit:
Hakuhodo DY Holdings Inc.: https://www.hakuhodody-holdings.co.jp/english/

Media contact:
* Group PR & IR Division, Hakuhodo DY Holdings Inc.
koho.mail@hakuhodo.co.jp




